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ix Miles diftant from his Houfe, that they were 
greatly amazed with the Appearance of ah extraordi¬ 
nary Brightnefs in the Zenith , refembling Flame, 
which continued for about $ Minutes, and then the 
imaginary Guns were fired twenty or thirty times, 
which To difturb’d the Atmofphere, that the Birds 
loft the Ufe of their Wings, and fell to the Ground in 
great Diforder. This Noife. was heard about fifty 
Miles each Way, from the bright Appearance afore- 
faid. — Thus far the Captain. 

I heard the Noife (as moft People did) but faw 
not the Brightnefs at Patapsko , being about 60 Miles 
from the Captain's Houfe. I was told that the Shock, 
occafioned by the Noife, threw down Pewter that was 
fet to dry againft the Side of a Houfe. As this in fome 
manner refembled an Earthquake (which has fcarce 
ever before difturb’d our Northern World) I (hould be 
glad to know your Opinion of fuch Explolions. 
From your humble Servant, 

Richard Lewis* 


IX. A Letter from Mr. Evan Davis to Mr» 
John Eames, F. (ft. S. concerning fome Chil¬ 
dren inoculated with the Small-Pox, at 
Haverford-Well in Pembrokefhire* 

SIR , 

H AD I known in the Beginning of laft Spring 
that an Account of the Succefs of Inoculation in 
the Small-Pox, practis'd here about that time, would 
be agreeable to you, as you fignify in your laft, I 

would 
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would not have delayed fo long to communicate it. 
If the Account had then been taken with a View of 
fending it abroad, it would probably have been more 
full and particular in fome Circumftances relating to 
thefeveral Stages and Appearances of that Diftemper 
in the Cafes of thofe who were inoculated with it, 
than could now be recollected at this Diftance of 
time; yet I hope nothing material has been omitted, 
that may be necelfary fqr forming a Judgment on thofe 
Cafes which you have here related. The Mealies in* 
terfering with the inoculated Small-Pox, and prolong¬ 
ing the time between the Inoculation and the Erup¬ 
tion of this latter fo much beyond what otherwife 
was ufua'l, as you willobferve below it did in every 
one of the Inftances mentioned, had, I thought, fome* 
thing in it that was peculiar and uncommon, and there¬ 
fore what might deferve your Notice. This was the 
lecond Opportunity that has been taken to pra&ife 
this Method of Inoculation in this Town and Neigh¬ 
bourhood. It was firH: introduced here about ten 
Years ago, by the ingenious and learned Dr. Perrott 
Williams , who then lived in this Town, and had 
practis'd Phyfick for feveral Years in this Country with 
eminent Succefs} but is fince removed to London. 
He had then his own Children inoculated among fome 
of the firft on whom the Experiment was made, and 
(if I forget not) fent an Account of that Matter about 
that time to your Society, which was afterwards 
publilhed by Dr. Jurin. 

Our Inoculators are two Surgeons of good Note and 
repute in this Town (who alfo keep Apothecaries 
Shops) and are the only Perfons thatl hear of inthefe 
Parts who are come into that Practice. Upon my re¬ 
queuing 
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quelling it, ! received from them this laft Week the 
Account following. 

Some little time before laft Chriftmafs the Small- 
Pox appear’d in this Town, chiefly of the confluent 
kind : Some had it with Purple-Spots, and other 
violent Symptoms, whereof feveral died. Towards 
the Spring, the Meafles became more Epidemical, and 
alfo more fatal, than the Small-Pox. Some of the 
Subje&sthat had been vifited but a little time before 
with the Small-Pox, and upon their Recovery had 
their Bodies purged, yet died of the violent Cough 
which attended andfucceeded the Meafles, which af¬ 
terwards feized them. The Meafles continued to rage 
’till almoft all the Subjects in this Place were vifited 
with them, the Small-Pox continuing alfo during the 
whole time, yet making but a flow Progrefs; and to 
this time it has not left us. 

About the End of February laft, Mr. FrancisMey- 
ler inoculated his own Son, near three Years old, 
from a Child of about the fame Age, who had the 
diftind Sort of Small-Pox, but the Puftules final]. 
He made a flight Incifion on both Legs, which took 
only in one: After four Days a Puftule appeared on 
<he Part wounded, but did not much inflame it, nor 
make much Progrefs. On the 7th Day the Child grew 
feverifti, and on the 8th, or towards the 9th Day (in- 
fleadof the intended Small-Pox) the Meafles appear’d 
all over his Body, attended with a Cough; at which 
time the feverifti Diforder abated, ’till the nth or 
ixth Day : Then he grew feverifti again, and to¬ 
wards the 14th Day the Small-Pox appeared, a fmall 
diftinft Sort, and few in N umber. After the Eruption 
was full, he grew hearty, and fo continued, not being 
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vifited with a fecond Fever. After this M t.Meyhr 
inoculated two other Children from his own Son, by 
applying the Matter, after a flight Incifion, to both the 
Legs of each of them, but it did not fucceed. About 
the fame time he inoculated two other Children,, a 
little Way out of Town, from a Neighbour’s Child, 
but neither of them were inferred. Its not fucceed- 
inghe knows not what to impute to; whether to the 
Slightnefsof the Incifion, or to the want of a Suffici¬ 
ency of Matter to infefl: with, or to the tvant of a 
Difpofition in theSubjefts to be infected. 

About the latter End of March laft Mr. Rickard 
Wright inoculated a Daughter of T,ho. Rhymer , Efq; 
of this Town, between 3 and 4 Years of Age, from 
another Child of about the fame Age, who had a di- 
ftinft kind. The Matter was applied to one of her 
Arms, the Incifion being made pretty deep. The 
Inflammation thereof began about the 4th or ythDay, 
and afterwards appeared confiderably great. She pro¬ 
ceeded until the 7th Day in a very hearty and brick 
State, at which time {he began to grow heavy, fick, 
and very feverifla. Then an Eruption of the Small- 
Pox was expected j but her Fever increafed, and the 
next Day there were Eruptions feen all over her Body, 
which proved to be the regular Meafles. She was 
treated accordingly, and grew well, excepting a pretty 
fevere Cough (he had, and this Cough continued 
through the whole Gourfe of the following Small- 
Pox. About the izth Day {he ficken’d again, and 
about the 14th the Small-Pox appeared, the diftindh 
fort, and very favourable ; they came out, fill’d, and 
dry’daway very kindly, and were attended with very 
little of a fecond Fever. She went through the Di- 
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temper with a great deal of Chearfulnefs: She was 
purged afterwards, and feemed very well; but in a 
little time after, a Boil came on the lower Part of 
the Shoulder-Blade of the fame Arm wherein fhe 
was inoculated, which was brought to fuppurate, and 
was healed in a common Manner. 

From this Subject lad mentioned Mr. Wright in¬ 
oculated two Daughters and a Son of Nicholas 
Roch, Efq; at his Scat, about five Miles diftant from 
this Town. Thefe three Children were aged from 
3 to 8 Years.The Incifion was made in oneArm of each 
Child ; it produced the fame EfFedf on every one of 
them as it did on Mifs Kymer \ viz. the Meafles on the 
7th or 8th Day, and the Small-Pox of the diftinft 
fort on the 14th Day. They went all three very 
well through every Stage of the Diftemper} the fe- 
condary Fever was but flight. One of thefe had them 
fomewhat thick, and the other two had a pretty many 
of the Pox appearing over them likewife ; but they 
thoroughly recover’d all of them, and have all fince 
continued in a good State of Health. 

Thus, Sir, you have this Affair related by the Ino- 
culators above named,in a faithful,and impartialMan- 
ner. You may be aifured, though perhaps not folarge¬ 
ly as you might exped, for the Reafon before alledg- 
ed : But if there fliould be Occafion for explaining 
themfelves in any Particular, they will readily do it 
when defired. I know of nothing I have to add be¬ 
fore I conclude, unlefs it be my good Wifhes, that 
wherever this Pradice takes, it may be attended with 
the fame Safety and Succefs that it has hitherto met 
with here ; which feems to me to recommend it as an 
happy Expedient that Providence has kindly direded 
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to, in order to guard againft the Injuries and Dangers 
of one of the moft dreadful and deftru&iveDifeafes in¬ 
cident to Mankind. I have juft Caufe, I conceive, to 
incline me to think very favourably of this Method, 
from what I have myfelf obferved of its Advantages. 
In the Beginning of this Year I loft one Child out of 
five I had, by the Small-Pox in the natural Way j and 
I have feen what great Sicknefs and Mifery the other 
four fuffered, who all of them had the confluent fort, 
in Comparifon with what the Inoculated underwent. 
One Boy of mine particularly, between 7 and 8 Years 
of Age, had it fo violently, that his Life firft, then 
his Limbs, Senfes, and Intellects were endangered by 
it; and he is not yet fully recovered from the Effefts 
of it to his former good Health and Strength, though 
he had it in Dec . and Jan . laft, among thofe who firft 
fell into it, when it came this laft time to this Place. 

' Aug . iZ , 1732. 

P. S. Concerning the four Children above men¬ 
tioned, on whom the Operation did not fucceed, 
but remained uninfefted after the variolous Matter 
was applied in the ufual Way to them. They have 
all of them fince efcaped the Meafles, though moft 
other Children about them had ’em, and none of them 
have yet had the Small-Pox, though it ftill continues 
in the Town. There are not many now that are 
lick of it, but it is of the bad confluent 
kind, attended with Purple-Spots, and watery Blad¬ 
ders that are mix’d with the Purples. It is obferved, 
that moft of thefe who have of late been vifited with 
it, have died thereof. This probably will incline 
fometo ufe Inoculation again, and to make that Prac¬ 
tice, under Providence, their Refuge. 

I am, Sir, Yours, 

Evan Davis. 


55. 1731, 



